
January 2023 

January Events 
1/9 - School Resumes 

1/16 - Martin Luther King Day  

 No School  

1/25 - Explorations Night  

1/30 - School Improvement 

 No School  

 

Bad Weather 
The winter months can contain icy, 

wet and very cold days. Snowy 

days are also common.  Students 

are expected to be on-time for 

school even if roads are bad.  Our 

goal is for everyone to arrive safe-

ly so please have your students 

leave early and allow extra time 

while traveling to school.  

 

If the district deems weather con-

ditions require  school closing or a 

remote learning day they will send 

out a Connect Ed and will post the 

information on the District website.  

Ask your student if they know how 

to access their classes in case of 

a remote learning day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yearbooks 
Hurry, Yearbooks are now $50 

and must be pre-ordered online 

at yearbookforever.com (Plainfield 

High School) until January 13, 

2022. 

Government Debates 

The Government and Civics classes held political debates on November 

29, 2022. Students debated relevant topics in front of their peers.   

 

Preceding the debate students campaigned, spoke with Political Action 

Committees, created political commercials, developed posters and found 

ways to get their candidate’s names out to the student body.  

 

Each government class had a candidate and a campaign manager while 

the rest of the class worked in the “camp” doing what was necessary to 

get their candidate elected. The debates are the culminating activity of 

this school-wide project.  Voting was done by the Social Studies Clas-

ses.  This years winner was Gage Leffler in Mr. Smith’s 7th period class. 

Student Services Counselors will be meeting with students in January to 

discuss the course selection process for the 2023-2024 school year. 

Elective presentations will take place between January 17 and 19. 

Freshman students will meet with counselors for individual meetings on 

January 26 and 27.  Sophomore students will meet with their counselors 

on February 7, 9 and 13.  Junior students will meet with their counselors 

on February 14, 16 and 17.  

 

Juniors who plan to continue their education after graduating should 

check with the colleges they are interested in to make sure they have 

completed admission requirements for that particular college. Colleges 

vary on what is required for admission. 

 

It is important that you review your students choices.  No changes will be 

allowed after May 26, 2023 per the 2023-2024 Curriculum Guide. If a 

change is required after speaking with your student call as soon as pos-

sible. Many elective class fill up quickly and may no longer be available.  

2023-2024 Course Selection 

http://yearbookforever.com/


Explorations Night 
The 8th grade Explorations Night 

is scheduled for January 25, 2023. 

Students were given program in-

formation at their schools.  The 

first presentation for students with 

the last name A-L begins at 6:30 

pm and the presentation for stu-

dents M-Z begins at 7:15 pm.   

 

Senior Information 
College bound seniors should 

check often for scholarship infor-

mation.  There are local, regional, 

and nationwide scholarships.  

Many scholarships have different 

criteria, including specific major of 

study, GPA, ACT, community ser-

vice and financial need.  Seniors 

should also be aware more and 

more colleges and universities are 

paying attention to attendance and 

academic performance of students 

in the second semester of their 

senior year.  

 

Winter Vehicle Survival 

Kit 
The Plainfield Fire Department 

recommends every vehicle have a 

winter survival kit.  The Kit should 

include: 

1. A whistle 

2. Bright colored cloth to signal 

3. Road flares and reflectors 

4. Shovel, scraper and small 

broom 

5. Tow chain or rope 

6. Road salt, sand or cat litter 

7. Booster cables 

8. Blankets 

9. Extra gloves, hats, socks, 

hand warmers 

10. Snacks and water 

11. Flashlight and battery powered 

radio 

12. Cell phone charger 

13. A Coffee can, candles and 

matches. 

NHS News 

 The CASA Holiday Express took place on December 3, 2022. The event 

was led by community outreach leaders Richie Ruane and Audrey Den-

nis. Will County CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) advocates 

for children in the foster care system who have experienced neglect or 

abuse and has given The National Honor Society a chance to connect 

with children while spreading holiday cheer. The event started with a Po-

lar Express-themed train ride to Santa’s workshop in Tinley Park. On the 

train, members sang Christmas carols and passed out candy. Adorned 

in Santa hats and elf ears, we told the kids we were Santa’s helpers. We 

told jokes and asked the kids what they wanted for Christmas. The 

adults enjoyed the caroling just as much as the kids; one dad chuckled 

and said, “Man, that was great. I haven’t had anyone sing to me in 

years.” I asked one little girl what she wanted for Christmas, and she 

said she wanted a “Bluey playhouse.” We made it to Santa’s workshop; 

the kids met Santa, and NHS members passed out hot chocolate.  We 

are grateful to CASA for giving us this opportunity and look forward to 

working with them in the future. 

Merry Christmas, and until next time, 

Joe DeFano 

Physics Classes 

Physics students get to demonstrate their creative abilities and physics 

knowledge by building balsa wood bridges.  Students have stressed and 

strained to create a bridge that will stand up to 1200 times the bridges 

own weight.  The students are forced to apply their knowledge of classi-

cal physics as they model and build their own bridge.  


