
 

 How to Read Literature Like a Professor 

Thomas C. Foster 

Summer Work 

 

If you are planning on entering English 12 Advanced Placement (Literature and Composition) it 

is highly recommended that this summer, you pick up the novel How to Read Literature Like a 

Professor (Revised Edition) by Thomas C. Foster.  This novel will be due a week into the new 

school year, therefore, you should take your free moments during the summer months and begin 

reading.  This book is a very popular summer read, and all local bookstores, Wal-Mart, and 

Target will have the novel in stock; not to mention online suppliers as well. 

 

This novel will become one of the backbones of the course (comparing it to other experts—i.e. 

Laurence Perrine, class discussion, literature analysis, and journals); therefore, it is crucial you 

read and understand what is being said in the novel. 

 

As you read the novel, it will be required that you outline each chapter.  The author makes it 

easy to accomplish this.  Each chapter has a title, is split into subgroups, and has extremely 

important information numbered or bolded.  Again, this outline will be your guideline for 

journaling (something you will do a lot of next year), so this outline needs to be detailed and 

accurate.  Place this outline in a spiral notebook of some type.  This way, you may reference it 

whenever you are writing journals.   

 

Guidelines for the Outline: 

 Make EACH Chapter its own Roman Numeral 

 Outlines should include, but is not limited to: 

  When the author lists 

  When the author bolds 

  When the author gives exact advice on how to read literature 

 

DO NOT worry about outlining ALL Foster’s examples—but you should note a few that you 

have read and understood to be able to compare to other literature that will be read in the class. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me during the 

summer at skukuk@psd202.org.   

 

See you next school year!  

 

Samantha Kukuk 
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