
 

Basic Camera Care: 

 To avoid damage, your camera should be stored in a cool, dry place away from windows, 

furnaces, and damp basements. 

 If your camera is not functioning properly, you should check the manual for trouble shooting 

tips 

 Keeping your camera and it’s lens clean is important because dust particles can show up as orbs 

in photo, improves the quality of your photos, and keeps your camera looking shiny and new 

 Use a soft, lint free cloth to clean your camera’s lens 

 To increase the life of your camera’s batteries you should charge them when the battery is close 

to life, and remove battery as soon as charge is complete and Remove the batteries from the 

camera when camera will be stored for long periods of time 

Camera accessories, parts, features and functions: 

 Sd cards, compact flash cards, memory sticks, and all other types of memory cards  

o Should be handled with care in order to keep them in optimal working condition, and to 

avoid damaging metal pins 

o Are a huge advantage over film to flexibility in sizes, their ability to be reused, and their low 

cost 

o Are different types of storage for digital images 

 The three categories of digital cameras are point and shoot, midrange, and Single Lens Reflex. 

 An SLR camera allows you to interchange multiple lenses 

 A point and shoot camera is small, lightweight, and can be easily transported 

 Midrange  cameras  is reasonable in price but offers some manual capabilities 

 The camera’s lens sole purpose is to collect light rays coming from a scene in front of the camera 

and project them as images onto either a piece of film, or an image sensor. 

 The camera’s flash is a tool on the camera that adds additional light in situations that do not      

have enough. 

 

      Photoshop tools and techniques: 

 Desaturate removes color from and image, converting it to grayscale, but allows the image to 
remain in RGB. 

 Control Z is the keyboard short cut to undo. 
 Using levels, brightness/contrast, and curves is one way to adjust the tonal range in your image. 

 The lasso tool selects areas according to freeform shapes. 

 Hue/Saturation allows you to alter the intensity and color of an image 

 The left and right brackets on the keyboard increase or decrease the size of many working tools 

 Layers pallet allows you to lower the opacity of certain layers 

 Layers pallet also allows you to rearrange layers 

 Control C is the keyboard shortcut for copying 



 

 Control X is the keyboard shortcut for cutting 

 The crop tool allows you to resize an image, remove unwanted proportions, and improve the 
composition. 

 The healing brush is different than the clone stamp in that it takes into account the surrounding 
pixel colors and attempts to match it. 

 The magic wand is a selection tool that makes selections based on like colors 

 The options pallet allows you to make adjustments to whatever tool you are currently working 
on. 

 Flattening your images if it has many layers will  minimize the file size 

 Paint bucket allows you to paint an entire area 

Compositional guidelines: 

 

 

 

 Composition refers to how you arrange your image 

 The compositional guideline, rule of thirds can be described as dividing your plane into thirds, 

and placing the subject off center on one of those. 

 Birds eye view, eye level, tree top level, and worms eye view are all point of views to take 

photos from 

 Selective color enhances the emphasis of the photo by making it stand out 

 Tension is creating chaos within your image, often breaking other compositional guidelines 

 Framing is the compositional guideline that refers to images that have been emphasized by 

surrounding objects in the original photo 

 Leading Lines draws your eye to a certain part of the photo 
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